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SUBJECT: RECALL OF MALI DELEGATION FROM CEAO CONFERENCE 

REF: NIAMEY 230 

1. REPORTING ON RECALL OF MALI DELEGATION FROM CEAO 
CONFERENCE AND POSTPONEMENT OF CEAO SUMMIT MEETING, 
"L'OBSERVATEUR' 1 OF JANUARY 19 STATES THAT MALIAN DE- 
CISION IS RELATED TO MALI-UPPER VOLTA BORDER DISPUTE. 

2. EDITORIAL IN SAME PAPER ASKS: "ARE WE TO UNDER- 
STAND THAT, UNTIL COMPLETE SETTLEMENT OF BORDER DIS- 
PUTE, MALI WILL REFUSE TO SIT AT SAME TABLE WITH UPPER 
VOLTA? OR IS IT SIMPLY A TACTICAL MANEUVER TO OBTAIN 
CONCESSIONS WHICH WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN FORTHCOMING 
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OTHERWISE? FINALLY, IS IT A POLICY DESIGNED TO 
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GENERATE A SENSE OF GUILT IN THE VOLTAN PARTNER OR TO 
DISCREDIT HIM IN THE EYES OF OTHERS?" 

3. SAME PAPER JANUARY 20 QUOTES FROM AFP DESPATCH FROM 
BAMAKO STATING THAT MALIAN AUTHORITIES HAD DECIDED TO 
WITHDRAW THEIR DELEGATION BECAUSE "SECURITY OF MALIAN 
OFFICIALS WORKING AT CEAO HEADQUARTERS IN OUAGADOUGOU 
WAS NOT GUARANTEED. "GRAHAM 
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